
The 21st century is a landscape in which many traditional borders have dissolved. The evolution in information 
and communications has led to greater integration of ideas and experiences across economic, social, educational 
and political lines. Rapid societal shifts are at play: countries are transitioning to a postcarbon economy, and global 
migration is continuing to increase diversity in cities and some rural and remote communities. 

Understanding and devising innovative solutions for global-scale challenges requires blending different ways 
of seeing and knowing. It involves understanding Canada’s diverse societies and issues, and a willingness to 
collaborate with and learn from others.

IMAGINING CANADA’S FUTURE 
CANADA IN AN INTERCONNECTED, EVOLVING GLOBAL SOCIETY

RESEARCH FOR A BETTER TOMORROW.
SSHRC’s Imagining Canada’s Future initiative  
enhances the contributions social sciences and  
humanities make in addressing complex societal  
challenges facing Canadians over the coming decades.

ABOUT SSHRC
SSHRC is a funding agency of the Government of Canada. Through research 
grants, fellowships and scholarships, we support research that provides key 
insights on the social, cultural, environmental and economic challenges and 
opportunities of our ever-changing world.

INSIGHTS ON A RAPIDLY  
EVOLVING, GLOBALIZED WORLD
In November 2016, the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council (SSHRC) launched a series of  
activities to foster dialogue among researchers, sector 
leaders and graduate students on future challenge  
areas exploring critical research on the impacts of 
peak population and the knowledge Canada needs to 
thrive in an interconnected, evolving, global landscape.  
Activities included a Knowledge Synthesis Grants  
funding opportunity to synthesize existing knowledge 
and identify research gaps and strengths on issues  
facing Canadians. 

The summary report Canada in an interconnected,  
evolving global society captures the key findings 
and top-level insights from this initiative, under 
seven themes.
*See over for lead researchers and projects. 

  

Trust, democracy and 
civic participation in 
today’s digital world

Shaping a global future 
through technologies 
and social innovation

Conflict, populism  
and migration:
navigating changing 
global trends

Gender, inclusion  
and belonging in  
diverse societies

Local and global  
realities of labour, 
employment  
and trade

Generations and 
spaces: demographic 
changes, shifting 
realities and resilience

Climate change and 
natural resource  
development:  
Indigenous and  
global framings

Download the full report today:
www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/imagining



Understanding religious radicalization and  
terrorism to support community well-being
Sami Aoun, Mohamed Ourya and Sylvana Al Baba Douaihy,  
Université de Sherbrooke

Global green employment: Promising gender  
equity policies and practices
Bipasha Baruah, Western University

Removing the barriers that prevent newcomers  
from practicing regulated professions in Canada
Jean-Luc Bédard, Université TÉLUQ

Millennials and indebtedness: Demographic  
change and financial literacy
Stephanie Ben-Ishai, York University

Safeguarding democracies: The politics of emotion  
in the “post-truth” media landscape
Megan Boler, University of Toronto

Aging in place with technology: Safeguarding older 
adults’ adoption of intelligent assistive devices

Richard Booth, Western University; and Josephine McMurray,  
Wilfrid Laurier University

Global and local framings of Indigenous partnerships 
in Canada’s renewable energy and forest sectors
Ryan Bullock and Melanie Zurba, The University of Winnipeg

Social innovation shaping Canada’s future
Wendy Cukier, Ryerson University; and Suzanne Gagnon, McGill University

Canada in a climate-disrupted world
Simon Dalby, Wilfrid Laurier University

Closing the Aboriginal education gap
Raywat Deonandan, University of Ottawa

Inclusive teaching approaches and practices  
in Canadian nursing programs
Frédéric Douville, Université Laval

Finding a place in the world: Understanding youth 
outmigration from shrinking rural communities
Karen Foster and Hannah Main, Dalhousie University

Educating young Canadians about digital citizenship 
in a globalized world

Viktor Freiman, Manon LeBlanc and Michel Léger, Université de Moncton

Towards an understanding of worker experiences in 
the global gig economy
Denise Gastaldo and Uttam Bajwa, University of Toronto

The global race for STEM talent: Recruitingand retaining 
the best and brightest for innovation and growth

Martin Geiger, Amanda Bergmann, Nora Chahine, Bridget Healy,  
Fidan Karimli and Andrada Mihai, Carleton University

Integrating Indigenous goals and concerns  
into the progressive trade agenda

Patricia Goff, Wilfrid Laurier University

Beyond infrastructure: Strategies to support  
broadband adoption and benefits in rural Canada
Lars Hallström, Kevin Jones, Robert McMahon and Michael McNally, 
University of Alberta 

Russia and new patterns of conflict:  
Rethinking NATO deterrence, defense and diplomacy, 
and implications for Canada
Nicole J. Jackson, Simon Fraser University

Virtual graveyards: Tracing race, gender and  
belonging in cyberspace

Yasmin Jiwani, Bipasha Sultana and Sarah Christina Ganzon,  
Concordia University

LGBTQI+ migrants living in Canada and their rights
Edward Ou Jin Lee and Annie Pullen Sansfaçon, Université de Montréal; 
and Trish Hafford-Letchfield, Middlesex University

Protecting Canadian whistleblowers  
in a connected world
Florian Martin-Bariteau and Véronique Newman, University of Ottawa

Navigating the threat of rising global populism
Bessma Momani, University of Waterloo

Addressing domestic violence in post-migration  
gender relations: A prerequisite for sustainable,  
resilient immigrant communities
Philomina Okeke-Ihejirika, University of Alberta

Interventions to promote political representation and 
electoral participation in the OECD: Are they effective?
Mathieu Ouimet, Université Laval

Big data analytics: Accelerating innovation  
and value creation
Ajax Persaud and Sandra Schillo, University of Ottawa

Supporting refugee students in Canada: Building on 
what we’ve learned over the past 20 years
Snežana Ratković, Dragana Kovačević and Neelofar Ahmed, Brock 
University; Courtney Brewer, Western University; Claire Ellis, Emerging 
Scholars and Practitioners on Migration Issues Network; and Janelle 
Baptiste-Brady, University of Toronto

Environmental leadership for Canada: Indigenous  
lessons on mixing oil pipelines and water
Geo Takach, Royal Roads University

Implementing urban resilience: Pinpointing enablers, 
impediments and trade-offs
Marie-Christine Therrien, École nationale d’administration publique

Computational creativity: A cross-disciplinary endeavour
Douglas Van Nort, York University

Digital threats to democratic elections

Mark Warren, Maxwell Cameron and Chris Tenove,  
The University of British Columbia


